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IT Order'd by, the Lords Spiri- 
A tual and Temporal in Parliament 
Aſſembled, That the Thanks of this 
Houſe ſhall be, and are hereby given 
zo the Lord Biſhop of Clogher, for | 
bs Excellent Sermon, Preach'd be- 

fore this Houſe Tefterday at Chriſt's 

Church; And his Lordſhip is hereby 
defir'd to Print and Publiſh the ſame. 


| En. Sterne, Cler Parliament 
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PSALM V. 6. 


Thou ſhalt deſtroy them that ſpeak Leaſing ; 
the Lord will abhor the bloody and deceit- 


ful Man. 
y V of thoſe Unnatural Troubles, which led 
to the Tragedy of this Day; and reflects 
on the preſent Rebellion, moſt wickedly begun, and 
{till traiterouſly carried on, againſt our only right- 
ful and lawful Sovereign King GEORGE, cannot but 
obſerve an unhappy Conformity between the Steps 
and Meaſures taken by each Set of Rebels. Many 
of the ſame ſeditious Artifices are now repeated, 
which then proved too ſucceſsful. They both be- 
gan by ſpeaking leaſing, that .is, by venting and 
ſpreading the moſt monſtrous and abſurd Lies and 
Fallhoods againſt their Sovereigns. They covered 
their evil Intentions for a while, by Hypocritical 
Shews of Reſpe& and Duty. The Words of their 
Mouths were ſmoother than Butter, while War was in their 
Hearts. They made all Expreſſions of Fidelity, even 
to the taking moſt Solemn Oaths ; and acted the de- 
ceitful Men, till it was time to ſhake off the Diſeuile, 
and ſhew themſelves the bloody Men alſo. Bur GOD 
(my Text aſſares us) ſhall deſtroy them that ſpeak leaſing , 
the Lord will abhor the bloody and deceitful Man. 


HOEVER reads the melancholy Story 


It is agreed by the Fewiſh Commentators and 
g others, that this Pfalm was compoſed by David, pro- 
bably in the Time of an actual Rebellion, or during 
che Perſecution of Saul; and that the Perſons parti- 
cularly here pointed at, under the Character of de- 
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ceit ful bloody Men, and Speakers of leaſing, are Architophel if 
or Doeg, and the like falſe diſſembling Courtiers. | 

This whole Pſalm, is an earneſt paſſionate Prayer 
to Almighty God, for Aid and Protection againit 
his treacherous Enemies; he addreſſes to him in his 
Royal Capacity, Hearken unto ths voice of my Cry, my 
Ring, and my God, as to one, who _— placed him 
on the Throne, was thereby engaged to ſupport him; 
he preſumes that theſe Rebels, our Tranſlation calls 
them Fooliſh, but it is in the Original Mad-men, ſhall 
not ſtand in his fight, ſhall have neither Courage nor 
Succeſs, becauſe God hates all Workers of ſuch Iniquity Ml 
he deſcribes them as having no Faithfulneſs in their 
Mouth, no Truth or Sincerity, chat their inward Part 
or Heart, is very Wickedneſs ; that their Throat is an 
open Sepulchre, tho' they flatter with their Tongues, that 
is, that no Profeſſions of theirs are ro be depended 
on, but all their Deſigns tend to Ruin and Deſtrui 
ction; he prays God therefore to deſtroy them, to lf 
them fall by their own Counſels, as it literally happen 
in the Advice of Achitophel, and to caſt them out in th 
Multitude of their Tranſgreſſions, becauſe they have 1 
belled againſt him, that is, by rebelling againſt David 
whom God had made King of his People. : 


My Text therefore, and this whole Pſalm, parti 
culariy deſcribing the Perſons, who have brought 
and are ſtill bringing the greateſt Miſchiefs upo 
us. I ſhall take Occaſion to diſcourſe on the toll 
iowing Heads. K 
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Secondly, Of the like, or rather (if poſſible) more 
criminal Artifices, now practiſed againſt our moſt 
Gracious Sovereign, and our preſent Happy Settle- 
ment. 


And, Laſtiy, I ſhall draw ſuch Inferences from 
both, as may ſeem moſt proper to the Occaſion. 


Firſt, Of the wicked Artifices made uſe of by de- 
ceitful and bloody Men, 1n order to execute their bar- 
barous Deſigns againſt che late King Charles the Firſt, 
and to the Subverſion of our excellent Conſtitution 
in ChuRcn and STATE. 

It wou'd by no means become me, or. this Place, 
to undertake a Narration of all the various Steps, 
the Plots and Contrivances, which ended in the 
ee Murder of our Sovereign. A noble Hiſtorian has 
already done that to the utmoſt Advantage: Beſides, 
ic is hard co think ſo very reproachfully of human 
Nature, as even to ſuppoſe that the worft Set of 
wicked Men, cou'd have had in their firſt View, the 
black Crime of this Day; but Rebellion is of a ſtrange 
1 quick growing Nature, when tis once ſet a moving, 

no one can foreſee where it will ſtop. It may be ſur- 
W prizing to conſider, how an eaſie, good natur'd, hap- 

py People, cou'd ſo ſoon be infatuated into all the 
+ perverſe Actions of Folly and Madneſs ; how the 
* well-meaning Weak cou'd be brought to contribute 
to the Deſigns of the Wicked ; and even the Wicked 


on Ichemſelves, by degrees, out of a Conſcience of their 

Guils, become more wicked than at firſt they inten- 
eri ded; how the wiſe ſhou'd happen to be impoſed up- 
an don by Men of ſmall Underſtanding ; and the truly 
5. Loyal be unaccountably poſſeſſed with Sloth and In- 


ifference, in the moſt viſible Articles of Danger. 
ci 2 C les OL Danger. 
Hut theſe were ſome of the Artifices I wou'd mention, 
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thoſe Men of Craft and Subtlety knew how to apply 
their Engines ſucceſsfully to unwary People ; they 
did unite the moſt ſeemingly different Opinions, op- 
poſite Intereſts, and diſtant Aﬀections, in a firm and 
conſtant League of Miſchiefs ; and as ſucceſsfully 
divided thoſe, whoſe Opinions and Intereſts were the 
fame, into Faction and Emulation, more pernicious 
often to the Publick, than the very Treaſon of 
others; they induftriouſly fill'd poor People with 
unreaſonable Fears and Jealouſies, and under the 
Pretence of the warmeſt Zeal ro Religion, Laws, 
Liberty, and Parliaments (Words of moſt precious 
Eſteem in their juſt Signification ) they violently 
hurried them into Actions, diſſolving all the Princi- 
ples or the Chriſtian Religion, cancelling all Obli- 
gations, and deſtroying the very Foundations of Law 
and Liberty,and in Concluſion rendring,not only the 
Privileges, but the very Being of Parliaments deſpe- iſ 
rate and impracticable. I need not produce Proofs i 
for what I aſſert ; they were indeed but a ſmall 
Number at firſt of artful, deſigning Incendiaries, i 
who raiſed that ſpreading Flame; and Faction may i 
not improperly be deſcribed to be, the Madneſs of 
Many, in order to ſerve the Ends of a Few. 

The noble Hiſtorian, before mentioned, does ſin- i 
cerely own many irregular, unjuſtifiable Proceedings if 
in the publick Management of Affairs; which gave 
ipecious Pretences to thoſe Few, of Complaint and 
Diſcontent. The frequent and precipitate Diſſolu- 
tions of ſo many Parliaments: The liſtning to evil 
Men and Miniſters, who improved the Faults and] 
Infirmities of the Court to the People, and at the 
lame time rendred the People ſuſpected to the King. 


The firit Five Subſidies levyed rigorouſly without BR 


Authority of Parliament, and Perſons of prime Qua- 
tity impriſoned for not paying. Ship-Money, Mono- 
| pPolies, 
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polies, and other Grievances, gave too ſufficient Han- 
dles to diſaffected Men, of notable Parts and Appli- 
cation, much Reputation with the People, admira- 
ble Dexterity, and Pretenders to ſevere Juſtice and 
Regularicy, to impoſe upon others; to work upon 
the Weak and the Wilful, who naturally were to be 
guided in popular Aſſemblies, and ſo conſequently 
to gain a major part, and carry whatſoever they ſet 
their Hearts upon. Now though the King had made 
ample Satisfaction, and redreſſed all the Abuſes that 
were juſtly complained of ; had granted many of 
their unreaſonable Demands, and was willing to do 
every thing conſiſtent with his Dignity, and the Pre- 
ſervation of the Conſtitution; yet upon his Refuſal of 
the Nineteen Propoſitions ſent by the Parliament to 
York, Fifreen of which were abſolutely deſtructive of 
the Eſtabliſhed Monarchy, wou'd effectually have de- 
poſed him and his Poſterity, and changed the Go- 
vernment into a Common-wealth ; they iſſued Or- 
ders for raiſing Money, and levying Men, and be- 
gan that War, which ended in the Murder of their 
KING. 


There is no doubt, but this good Prince, as He 
had many great and eminent Virtues, had alſo fome 
Infirmities and Imperfections, and might thereby be 
miſled into Miſtakes in Government, which the Na- 
tion in Parliament repreſented, might have reformed 
by moderate and peaceful Counſels; but the Refor- 
mation and Cure quite loſt its Name, and its Nature 
too, when ſo many Acts paſſed by him, that did re- 
ſtrain the Prerogative of the Crown from doing 
the Miſchiefs complained of, had not the Effect they 
ought to have met with, of reſtraining the People 
too from farther more unreaſonable Demands : And 
when the inordinate Ambition and Anger of fome 
yt the great Leaders could not be limited within 
any 
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any Bounds, till they had involved the Nation in 


Blood, deſtroyed many Thouſands of their Fellow- 


Subjects, and brouglit at laſt their own Sovereign to 
loſe his Head on a Scaffold, under a pretended Form 


of an High-Court of Juſtice, unprecedented from 


the Beginning of the World, and to finiſh their 
Work, had overthrown all the Laws of their own 
Country, in Defence of which, they wou'd have had 
it thought, they had been obliged to draw their 
Swords. 

It were paſſionately to be wiſhed, for the Honour 
of our Nation, which was for ſome time on that 
Account the Deteſtation and Abhorrence of all Eu- 
rope, that but a few had been concerned in thoſe bar- 
barous and bloody Tranſactions; and indeed it is 
to be hoped, that not many, who cou'd properly 
be call'd Proteſtants, were principal Actors therein; 
much the greater Number were kept in the Dark, 
and Hood-wink'd, were inſenſibly led from one un- 
juſtifiable Step to a worſe and more criminal, till 
at laſt they found themſelves plunged into all the 
wild Scenes and Conſequences of the moſt unnatural 
Rebellion. 

No, my Brethren, thoſe bloody and deceitful Men, 
the PAPISTS, thoſe moſt implacable Enemies and | 
Plotters againft our holy Church ever ſince the Re- 
formation, were chiefly Guilty (as Mr. Secretary Morrice 
affirms in his Letter to Dr. Du Moulin) of the Murther 
7 that Excellent Prince; and the ſame Doctor (in his 

indication of Proteſtants) publickly charges it up- 
on them, and undertakes to prove that whole Re- 
bellion to have been raiſed and foſter'd by the Arts 
of the Court of Rome; that Jeſuits profeſſed them- 
ſelves Independents, Levellers, and Fifth-Monarchy: 
Men, had their Agents in all the Committees for 
the Deſtruction of the Church and King; was ready 
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to name, when call'd upon by Lawful Authority, 
the Romiſh Prieſt, who, when he ſaw the fatal Stroke 
given to the King, flouriſhed his Sword, and ſaid, 
Now the greateſt Enemy we had in the World is gene; and 
offers to produce undoubted Teſtimonies of the 
Conſultations at Rome and Paris, and elſewhere, 
wherein it was determined that for the Good of the 
Catholick Cauſe, it was neceſſary to make away the 
King. 

It might reaſonably have been expected, that the 
many fatal Wounds then given to our Conſtitution 
in Church and State, of which, alaſs, ſome Scars 
ſtill remain ; that the Memory and Senſe of paſt E- 
vils and Confuſions, from which nothing elſe but an 
almoſt miraculous Series of Providences cou'd have 
reſcued us ; wou'd for a longer time have had Influ- 
ence, and deterr'd wicked Men from repeating their 
treaſonable Deſigns, or at leaſt, have prevented ma- 
ny from being deceived by them ; but that we now 
unhappily ſee the like rebellious Principles ſtill car- 
ried on with ſhameleſs Inſolence, and the fame Infa- 
tuation poſſeſs Multitudes of deluded People. 


Which leads me to the Second Thing propos'd, wiz. 
To ſhew you, how the like, or rather (if poſſible) 
more criminal Artifices and Attempts are now made 
Uſe of, againſt our moſt gracious Sovereign, and 
our preſent happy Settlement. 

The whole Legiſlature, without any Application 
from the moſt Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, being 
juſtly ſenſible of the impending Dangers of Popery and 
Arbitrary Power, entailed the Succeſſion of the Crown 


upon them: And when on the Demiſe of her late 


Majeſty, our preſent Sovereign was unanimouſly in- 
vited by all the Nation, to come and take Poſſeſſion 
of the Throne; never Prince ſeem'd to be received 
with greater Demonſtrations of univerſal Satisfaction 


an 
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and Joy ; molt hearty Addreſſes were daily preſent” 
ed by Men of every Diſtinction, the Court was ſo 
indifferently crowded with Gentlemen of all Parties, 
as if thoſe unhappy Appellations which had formerly 
divided them, were thenceforward to have been ſacri- 
ficed to the publick Good, and that Proſpect of Hap- 
pineſs and Security then in View ; the Oaths of Fide- 
lity and Abjuration were promiſcuouſly taken, Homage 
paid at the Coronation by almoſt all the Nobilicy,and 
each Houſe of Parliament and the Convocation 
ſeem'd to vie with one another in Expreſſions of 
Loyalty. To all this his Majeſty made the moſt 
gracious Returns and Anſwers, giving repeated Af. 
ſurances, That be wou'd inviolably preſerve all their Religi- 
ous and Civil Rights ; that the Laws of the Land ſhould be 
the Rule of his Actions, and that he wou'd make the Good of 
his People his chief Study. 

And has he not moſt literally performed all this ? 
Whoſe Liberty or Property did he ever invade ? What 
one ſingle Act of Arbitrary Power can even Malice lay 
to his Charge? What Law of the Land has he dil: 
penſed wich ? Or what Stretch of Prerogative can he 
be juſtly accuſed of? Has he not left the whole 
Execution of Juſtice in the Hands of the proper Ma- 


giſtrates? And did he ever peeviſhly diſſolve Parlia- 


ments to cover and protect bad Miniſters? Had he 
once collected Ship- Money, or raiſed Subſidies with— 
out the Authoricy of Parliament, granted Monopo- 
lies to the Ruin of Trade, impriſoned Perſons againſt 
Law, or done any one of thoſe Grievances, which 
were the pretended Occaſions of all the Misfortunes 
of the former unhappy Prince, miſ-led and deceived 
by the Advice of evil Counſellors ; his Rebellious | 
Enemies wou'd not have fail'd to triumph in ſuch F 
an Accuſation. But even the Men who ſpeak leaſing, 
dare not invent ſo groſs a Falſity. Yet thus it was, 
that the Spirit of Faction and Rebellion, which ſeem'd 


chaind 
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chain'd up for ſome Months, began firſt to ſhew 
it ſelf ; inconſiſtent Lies and Calumnics were every 
Day invented, and impudently retailed to ignorant 
People; his Majeſty was ſometimes faid to be a 
Presbyterian, and then again a Lutheran, with this 
Addition, that the Lutheran Principles are more ab- 
ſurd than the Popiſh; and all this in order to Poyſon 


and diſaffect the Friends of our Church. Tho' all; 
who have the Honour to approach him, muſt own; 


of now regular, devout, and exemplary he is in the 
+ MWcveral Parts of our holy Offices; and his Kindneſs 
o our Church has appeared already in many ſignal 
ri Inſtances, indeed in every Circumſtance, where he 
be had an Opportunity to ſhew it. 


But when they could faſten no Scandal upon his 
Juſtice, his Moderation, his Piety, his winning Hu- 
nanity and good Nature, his indefatigable Applica- 
ion to publick Affairs, nor ſully in the leaſt his moſt 
amiable Perſonal Character; they fell to inventing 
ean and low Calumny, the moft groveling ridicu- 
ous Falſhoods of him and his Royal Family, and 
arefully whiſpered them among the credulous com- 
on People, to leſſen the Reverence of their Sove- 
eign, and make him appear little and contemptible 
n their Eyes. 


1 Tbeſe were ſome of the firſt Artifices made uſe of 
o. che Diſaffected and Seditious, to poy ſon the Minds 
f r bis Subjects, to ſtir chem up to Riots and Tumults, 


nd prepare them thereby for a more open and 
Pare-faced Rebellion. And now at laſt the Mask 
quite thrown off; they no longer Cavil at his Go- 
erament, but directly diſown his Title to the 


or own, tho' ſupported by the cleareſt Law, and 

2-0 oit undoubted Right; and ſer up in Oppoſition to 

Ws Wis Majeſty, a Pretender, whoſe very imaginary Title 
J 


franded upon the Suppoſition of our Ruin; one abjured and 
B re- 
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6 renounced, attainted and preſcribed by the whole Legiſlature, 
4 with an ample Reward promiſed to thoſe who ſeize him Alive 
! or Dead, attempting to Diſturb our Peace ; and all this 

| Conſented to, and Sworn by too many of thoſe, 
i who now perjuriouſly eſpouſe his Cauſe ; a Perſon, 
not only full of the deepeſt Reſentment for the ill 
Uſage he conceives he has met with from theſe 
Kingdoms, and for the Injuries he thinks done to 
his pretended Father ; but bred up in the very ſame 
Maxims of Religion and Politicks, which obliged 
the other to Abdicate ; One moſt carefully inſtructed 
in all the dark Doctrines of the moſt refined Popery, 
and experimentally acquainted with every Method, 
1 and the whole Execution of Arbitrary Unlimited 
11 Power : One, who by the wicked Principles of al 
1 moſt corrupt Religion, which authorizes, and even 
ſanctifies Perfidiouſneſs, may be allowed to make 
the ſolemneſt Promiſes, take Oaths, and enter into 
the moſt ſacred Engagements, without the leaſt Ob- 
| ligation of performing them: And laſtly one, who 
5 is bound by the Decrees of Councils, and Bulls off 
| | Popes, and under the ſeyereſt Penalties, to perſecutefi 
1 | 


and deſtroy our holy Church, to extirpate what hel 

thinks Hereſy, to convert by Dragoons, by Fire and 

| | Faggot, and all the cruel Methods of a Romiſh Inquii 
| fition, and to ſacrifice our Eſtates, our Liberties and 
| Lives, to Meritorions Bigotry. ; 
x Such is the Perſon ſet in Competition with ou 
1 moſt Gracious Sovereign, whole known Clemencyl8 
1 and moſt gentle wiſe Adminiſtration in his own He. 
reditary Dominions, gained him the Love and Heari 
of all his Subjects; his natural Inclination to Juſtice 
led him to Rule his Germans, in the fame Manne 
that our Conſtitution directs him to Govern us; ou 
of an innate Goodneſs and Humanity he indulged 
them the Civil Liberties, which they cou'd nc bi 
CAC 
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their Conſtitution claim, looking upon ſuch as the 
natural Rights of Mankind. 
Had Papiſts therefore only entred into this unna- 
, tural Rebellion, twou'd have been no Surprize: But 
in chat Proteſtants, that Men who call themſelves Mem- 
fe bers of our Church, ſo eminently celebrated and diſtin- 
to guiſhed for Loyalty to her Princes, ſhould ever join 
in ſo wicked a Confederacy, is moſt Melancholy and 


ne 
ed Aſtoniſhing. Alaſs! what are now become of thoſe 
ted once noiſy diſtinguiſhing Duties, with which ſome 


Pulpits ſo loudly rang, of Paſſive Obedience and Non- 


7 
ad reſiſtance ? Were thoſe only Occaſional Doctrines, i1:ted 
ted to particular Reigns, and a Set of Favourite Mini- 


ſters? But not ſo much as to be once named when 
their Friends were out of Power. What diſin- 
tereſted Profeſſions of Loyalty, of the moſt Sub» 
| miſſive Paſſiveneſs, under the greateſt Worldly Hard- 


nto 

Ob- ſhips, have ſome Men ( who wou'd have quite 
yphof wreſted the Name of Church out of the Hands of 
oi their Brethren) made, while they were in Authority 
ute and at Eaſe ? And yet, too ſoon, appear'd unable to 
he bear even fo ſmall a Hardſhip, as the Loſs of Power 


and Preferment. | 

Give me leave therefore in the laſt Place, to draw 
ſuch Inferences from what has been ſaid, as may 
icem moſt proper to the Occaſion, 


Oul 

ncys To 5 8 
Hey * But no Earthly Pewer, we hope, no Menaces or Miſery, fhall 
art ever be able to make us renounce to forget our Duty. We will ſtill be- 


lde and maintain, That our Princes derive not their Title from the 
= People, but from God ; that to him only they are accountable ; that 
= i: belongs not to Subjets either to Create, or Cenſure, but to Honour 
and Qbey their Sovereign, who comes ta be ſo, by a Fundamental 
= Hereditary Right of Succeſſion, which no Religion, mo Law, a0 
Fault, or — can alter or diminiſb. 

Part of an Addreſs to King Charles II. the Year before he died. 
dee Colliers Church Hiſtory, Vol. II. Pag. 904. 
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We are met together by publick Authority, To 
implore by Prayer with Faſting the Mercy of God, that 
neither the Guilt of that innocent Blood this Day ſhed, nor 
thoſe other Sins, by which God was provoked to deliver up 
both theſe Nations and the King into the Hands of cruel 
and unreaſonable Men may at any time hereafter be 
wiſited upon us or our Poſterity. This Day is (as the 
Prophet Tſaiab expreſſes it, Iſai. 37. 3.) a Day of 
Trouble, and of Rebuke, and of Blaſphemy ; and tho? 
probably none of us coud have been any way con- 
cerned in that wicked Fact, yer our Parents, or 
ſome other of our near Relations might perhaps have 
been inſtrumental to it; and God, we know, may 
juſtiy viſit the Sins of ſuch Fathers upon the Children 
in temporal Judgments, anto the Third and Fourth Gene- 
ration of them that hate him, and thus break his Com- 
mandments : Nay, tho' we may be deſcended from 
the moſt Loyal Anceſtors ; yet (my Brethren) the 
Guilt of this Day is National, too many of every 
Order and Degree of Men among us concurr'd to it, 
a pretended Repreſentative of the Nation, and a 
Mock-Tribunal decreed and executed it. I know 
there is a Set of looſe Antimonarchal- Men, who wou'd 
quite abrogate the Obſervation of this Day, and by 
virulent Pamphlets either juſtify this Murder, or ex- 
tenuate the Guilr thereof: But thoſe very Attempts 
do effectually demonſtrate the Neceihty of continu- 
ing this Humiliation, are evident Marks that we are 
not yet truly and heartily Penitent, nor out of Dan- 
ger of the Vengeance of that Blood, and that the 
crying Sins of the Nation, ſuch repeated Provocati- 
ons, do ſtill threaten us with Judgments. 2 
And may we not juſtly reckon the preſent Un- 
natural Rebellion againſt our Sovereign, as a 
moſt heavy Judgment upon Us, for our black In- 
graticude for paſt and preſent Mercies and Deli - 
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Let us therefore, Secondly, refolve to vindicate our 
excellent Religion, and Loyalty to our Prince, by 
a moſt active Zeal for his Service againſt all the 
Attempts of his Enemies ; we have hitherto in a 
manner been almoſt wholly delivered by the Hand 
of GOD, with a few or no Endeavours of our. 


e own; His repeated Providences have of late at 
of Jleaſt reſcued us from the very Brinks of Danger, 
o' Wwhen little Appearance of any Hope remained: 
n- ure then every wiſe and honeſt Subject, every 


found Preteſtant, will now ar laſt concur with this 
good Providence, in moſt heartily oppoſing all the 
Attempts of bloody deceitful Rebels, and in promo- 
ting the Glory and Happineſs of His Majeſty's 
Reign, the Continuance of thoſe National Bleſ- 
ſings we enjoy, and the Good and Security of his 
Country. | | 
Thirdly, Let me intreat you all ſeriouſly to weigh. 
and conſider the Obligation of ſolemn Oaths, and 
the heinous Guile of Perjury, that moſt flagitious 
Kind of Leaſing. An Oach is one of the moſt ſa- 


» cred, ſolemn Appeals to GOD that we can poſſibly 
1d make; we call him a Witneſs to the Truth and Sin- 
by Ncerity of what we promiſe, and we appeal to him 
X- {Was 4 Judge and an Avenger. Every Man who takes 
ots Ta Promiſſory Oath, is ſuppoſed to ſpeak to his 
Maker in theſe Terms : T1 call thee, O God, to witneſs, 
irc at I do ſincerely mean and purpoſe to perform that which I 
n- 4 no promiſe : Nay, I do not only call upon thee as a Witneſs, 
he % a5 a Revenger of my Sin, if I Swear falſly. Thoſe 
ti- en, for boſe Satisfaction I take this Oath, do not know 
1 Heart ; and for that Reaſon 1 appeal to thee, who doſt 
In- Eno it, thou art the Lord of all. And accordingly, as I 
a Leal truly or falſiy in this Matter, do thou deal with me, 
In- %% in this World, and that which is fo cum. 
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The Oaths of Allegiance and Abjuration have more- 
over uncommon Circumſtances of Solemnity ; we 
take them either before the Legiſlature, or the chief 
Magiſtrates of Juſtice, and in the moſt aweful 
Manner, we expreſly diſavow all Evaſions and Men. 
tal Reſervations whatſoever ; we appeal to Almighty 
God for the Integrity of our Hearts, and only de- 
fire him to be our Helper, as we ſhall keep and perform 
what we then take in his Preſence. 


How then can any Man anſwer it to his own 
Conſcience, or expect to eſcape Hell and Damnati- 
on, if he violates ſuch Oaths * I am very loth to 
think or ſay, that there is coo much Reaſon at this 
Time, and even among our ſelves, to ſpeak againft 
this ſort of Perjury but alas! J am afraid is too true 
true, and that tis at preſent one of the moſt crying, 
reigning Sins of the Nation. Becau/e of this fal/eSwearing, 
the Land mourneth, Fer. xxiii. 10. And Perjury is one of 
thoſe Sins, that above all others, calls upon God for 
Judgments upon a People. The very Heathens look'd 
upon the Man who was guilty of it, as the Worſt of 
Sinners, and that ſuch a one was particularly devo- 
ted to the Vengeance of Heaven upon himſelf and 
his Family. And there is great Reaſon for all this 
for a Man in thus Forſwearing himſelf, does 
really defy God, and renounce all Hopes of Mercy 
from him; for whereas in the Caſe of other Sins, 
there may be an Appeal to the Divine Goodneſs, 
yet in the Cale of Perjury there is none: For ſuch 
a Perſon has already precluded himſelf from this 
Benefit, becauſe he has braved Almighty GO D, 
and has in Effect cold him to his Face, That if he 
was forſworn, he would deſire no Mercy. 

In the Oath of Abjuration, we publickly aſſert, His 
Majeſty King GEORGE, to be our rightful and lawful 
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Sovereign, and promiſe to the utmoſt of our Power to 
defend and ſupport bis Title to the Crown, againſt the Pre- 
tender and all his Adherents. And do ſuch Men fulfil 
their Oaths, who careleſsly look on, are ſhamefully 
unactive and indifferent, while their Sovereign and 
his Kingdoms are actually invaded? While this Pre- 
tender is in the midſt of one Kingdom, and his 
Friends moſt buſy and active in other Parts? Is cold 
Indifference then the utmoſt of their Power, which they 
can exert, to ſupport and defend their King? True 
ſincere Loyalty is of a warm and ſtirring Nature, and 
muſt diſcover it ſelf in all the becoming Inſtances of 
Zeal and Affection to their Prince; whereas ſuch 
Indolence and Indifference ſeem to be only Covers 
to Treaſonable Diſaffetion. The Perſon who takes 
up Arms againſt the King, is a bare-faced Traytor, 
puniſhable by the Laws of the Land, and guilty of 
a flagrant Sin of Commiſſion; But are there not hei- 
nous Sins of Omiſſion too, almoſt as Criminal ? 
Shall the Wretch, who impotently draws his Sword 
againſt the Government, be hang'd and quarter'd ? 
And the Man, who has taken Oaths to defend it, 
who might eaſily, by exerting himſelf in the Execu - 
tion of Laws, have prevented the Miſchief, and yet 
will fit unconcernedly by, be eſteem'd guiltleſs ? 
Doubtleſs no, at the Tribunal of God and Conſcience, 
this Perſon will as ſurely be feund guilty of Perjury 
as the other. 

One of the groſſeſt Corruptions, with which we 
charge Popery, is their diſpenſing with ſolemn Oaths 
and Promiſes. O then let never any Proteſtants give 
them a juſt Handle to retort the like Accuſation ! 
Let us never ſwallow the fouleſt and the blackeſt of 
all their Doctrines! Let not eſpecially any Profeſſor 
of the pureſt Part of the Reformation, any Member 
of our Holy Church, ever caſt ſuch a Scandal 
upon it a 
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In the Name of G OD therefore, let as all unite 
our Hearts and Endeavours in the Support and De- 
fence of his Majeſty King GEORGE ; the Military 
Men by their Bravery and Courage ; the Magiſtrates 
by their careful Vigilance, and ſtrict Execution of 
the Laws againſt Traytors and ſuſpected Perſons ; 
the Legiſlature by invigorating the good Laws al- 
ready made, providing new Ones, where wanting, 
and contributing cheerfully. and bountifully to all 
the Exigencies of the Government, and to the putting 
the Nation into the beſt Poſture of Defence; the 
common People, and all other good Proteſtants in 
their Perſons, and by their Prayers; and above all, 
let the Clergy contribute their hearty Ende avours, as 
being moſt ſtrictly bound by all the Ties of Duty 
and Intereſt ; and as they are Miniſters of a Church, 
which teaches the beſt Principles and Meaſures of 
Obedience to Princes ; let them become Examples 
of Fidelity to others, and ſhew both by their Acting 
and Preaching the juſt Senſe they entertain of thoſe 
Oaths they have taken, of Allegiance to his Majeſty, and 
Abjuration of the Pretender; they are ſure to ſuffer firſt 
and moſt from Popery and Arbitrary Power, and ought 
conſequently, with the greateſt Zeal, to inftruR 
and animate all under their Care, in their Obedience 
to his Majeſty, in oppoſing this unnatural Rebellion; 
ſhou'd inceſſantly warn them of the Duty of Subjects 
to their lawful King, of the heinous Sin of Rebellion, 
and the impending Danger of Popery ; and do all 
this now the more earneſtly, to make amends (as 
far as in them lies) for the ſcandalous Behaviour of 
others, who while they Glory in being Members of 
our Church, are Guilty of Rebellion, and thereby 
the greateſt Reproaches to it. Let us never ſeparate 
our Honour for the King, from the Fear of God ; or 
think we can be good Chriſtians, unleſs we be goo 
nos 


on the zoth of January. 19 
zubjects too. Let the Ties of Religion, the Solem- 
ity of Oaths, the Security of what is moſt valuable 
o us in this World, the Intereft of our Country, and 
ll the Engagements of Honour and Conſcience, 
pblige us firmly to our Allegiance. Let us not, out 
ff peeviſh Reſentment, or mean private Conſidera- 
ions, at this time of common Danger unſeaſonably or 
mpolitickly narrow our Bottom; but Receive and 
mbrace all Such, as we are convinced are in the true 
ntereſt of the Government and Conſtitution in 
hurch and State, and hearty Well-wiſhers to our 
dreſent Settlement. Let us be thoroughly and truly 
onvinced how happy we are ; and may Almighty 
od, the Governour of all things, ever guard thoſe 
acred Lives, upon which our Happineſs, under 
od, depends, from all Attempts of Violence ; may 
e inſpire thoſe, to whom the Adminiſtration of 
Affairs is committed, with Conſtancy, Wiſdom, and 
ourage: May he confound the Devices of our 
nernies, and fill us all with Unanimity to Conſult 
and Secure the Publick Intereſt. Amen. 
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